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ABSTRACT
Since the late 1990s, enrollments in Information Technology and Information Systems-related academic programs have
declined sharply. This paper addresses possible causes of the enrollment decline, and some of the ''myths" regarding careers in
IT/IS are dispelled. A number of efforts underway at various universities and professional organizations in the areas of
redesigning core curriculum and developing secondary programs are described as well as marketing and promotion
approaches. Finally, the authors call for more cooperative and coordinated efforts to address the underlying problems that have
led to the current enrollment declines.
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I. INTRODUCTION
As we approach the latter part of the new millennium's first
decade, an interesting and troubling set of seemingly
contradictory events is occurring. As most of us are well
aware, enrollments in Information Technology and
Information Systems-related academic programs have

declined sharply since the late 1990' s. Reports of enrollment
declines of 70% and more are not uncommon. At the same
time, however, demand for Information Technology and
Information Systems professionals is growing (Longo,
2006). To make the situation even more confusing, the
popular press is rife with articles (Brandel (2006) or
Rossheim (2006)) detailing how IS jobs are "going
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